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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2022–23) BILL 2022 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2022–23) BILL 2022 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MR M.J. FOLKARD (Burns Beach) [7.00 pm]: I shall resume, hopefully, for the last time this evening! Remember 
that if we do not remember our mistakes of the past, we are doomed to repeat them. Our constituents are not fools 
and there is a reason why the opposition’s mischief across there is so small. My constituents are a conservative 
lot. When I hear the phrase “sovereign risk” mentioned, I really start to worry, because sovereign risk is not about 
strong external borders; it is about having good supply chains. In plain language, it means keeping the shelves in 
our supermarkets full in times of crisis. Who can remember the great rain event that passed through central Australia, 
cutting off the road and rail in South Australia and effectively crippling the east–west supply chain, to an extent 
that left empty shelves in our shops? Like we really needed that during a COVID-restrictive environment! Do not 
forget the runs on and fights over toilet paper. 
People might ask why I am talking about sovereign risk and supply chains. I heard in the Treasurer’s speech that this 
government is sealing the remaining bits of the outback highway to provide a third sealed route across Australia. 
For those who do not know, the outback highway is actually known as the Great Central Road. It runs up through 
Laverton, out through Warakurna and on to Yulara. I drove it at Christmas a couple of years ago when the Balladonia 
fires shut down Eyre Highway. It is absolutely beautiful country. This highway will create a third route along 
which heavy-haulage vehicles can bring produce from the east coast directly through to the west coast. It also means 
that our heavy-haulage vehicles can come directly from Queensland through to WA. This will save tens of thousands 
of dollars in fuel costs, as well as ensuring that our lines of supply remain open regardless of extreme natural events. 
It keeps and creates an alternative route so that our supply chains will remain open no matter what. 
That leads me to the next topic I wish to discuss, which is the relationship between cost-of-living pressures and 
the supply chain et cetera. Who can believe that the price of fuel has risen to over $2 a litre in the last couple of 
days? It hurts my pocket. Cost-of-living issues, after health issues, are arguably the greatest pressure facing my 
community. Through this budget, every household in my constituency will receive a $400 electricity bill credit. 
Ladies and gentlemen of the house, my government, the McGowan government, has been the only government in 
the last eight governments to have returned money to households. I have been a home owner since I was 19 years 
old. I have no memory of any government returning funds to me or giving me rebates, other than the first home buyer 
grant, which I used to buy my first unit when I got out of the Army. I understand that state government utility costs 
have gone up across the board and that that will eat into the $400. But if those figures are not adjusted continuously 
to much cost increases in the production of those utilities, we will pay a greater cost down the road, and that will 
really hurt household budgets. Keeping those costs to small increases rather than massive increases further down 
the track helps to avoid the massive price increases we inherited from the last Liberal Treasurer. I remember the 
great price hikes we inherited from the Barnett government. I remember several pensioners coming into my office 
in tears because they were battling to pay their power bills. Luckily, this government was prepared for it and was 
able to reduce the harm that my vulnerable community members faced. 
But cost-of-living issues pale in comparison with the main issue that currently faces my electorate, which is health. 
The McGowan government’s health budget has grown from $8.8 billion in the 2017–18 budget to $11.6 billion in 
this year’s budget, the 2022–23 financial year. The health budget has grown more than 30 per cent, with 22 per cent 
of that coming from growth in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Just quickly, $1.6 billion will go to new COVID 
response recovery measures that will keep WA safe. There will be $360 million added to hospital service spending. 
There will be $252 million for an emergency department reform package. There will be $223 million for new 
health infrastructure investments, bringing it to a total of $1.6 billion, in addition to the $1.8 billion for the new 
women’s and children’s hospital. There is $1.8 million in additional investment for the mental health environment, 
including $47 million towards immediate mental health responses to infants, children and adolescents. We have 
delivered 340 new hospital beds and expect that number to increase by 530 beds by the end of the year. In two years, 
the health workforce has increased 15.6 per cent, and has included 1 456 extra nurses and over 512 medical full-time 
equivalents, principally doctors. I understand that figure includes 400 doctors who have been added to the full-time 
employees of the Department of Health. 
To try to address some of the critical issues within our health system, this government has allocated $74 million 
to secure appropriate forms of care for long-stay patients who have complex care needs and require support and 
residential accommodation. That figure makes me angry. Why does WA have 6.6 beds per 1 000 in the aged-care 
sector but the rest of the country has 8.12 beds per 1 000? Why does this government have to deliver $74 million 
to provide and develop long-stay patients’ facilities when the vast majority of those facilities are for seniors? Where 
are these beds? Why do we not have them now? Why does our government have to fork out good money to fix 
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a federal government problem? It gets worse. Why does WA have 77 doctors per 100 000 residents while nationally 
it is 95 doctors per 100 000? I have not plucked these figures out of thin air, unlike the member for Cottesloe. I am 
referring to a state government report titled A fair share for WA health care. When members read this report, they 
will see it is quite evident that we are being ripped off over $630 million per annum per average patient costs. 
Currently, we have a Liberal–National government that keeps telling us that it is doing the right thing by WA. What 
a lie. What an outright lie. Are we Western Australian citizens any lesser Australian citizens? Why are we being 
ripped off? 
I have tried raising this with the members who represent my federal electorate, Ian Goodenough and Christian Porter. 
Dr A.D. Buti: Ian Goodenough—not good enough. 
Mr M.J. FOLKARD: I will come to that a bit later. 
For the past six years I have tried to engage with these two federal members who represent my constituents. I have 
done it on numerous occasions, and every time I have heard absolutely nothing from them. We have a critical 
shortage of doctors, outside the WA health system, within my community. These doctors are the responsibility of 
the federal government—the useless Scott Morrison government. I have a critical shortage of paediatricians and 
GPs. I have lost count of the number of parents, teachers and principals who have come to my office in desperation, 
trying to find appointments for their sick children or to get a referral. The Liberal member Ian Goodenough has 
refused to talk to me about this situation and Christian Porter has been absent for the last three years. The problem 
has grown and grown and reached the point of critical mass. Doctors in my electorate have closed their books and 
stopped bulk-billing. This has caused extreme panic among my seniors, who have been unable to pay their doctor 
bills as a result. Where are the doctors? We have three universities that produce doctors in this state. I ask again: 
where are these doctors? 
The WA state branch of the Australian Medical Association has a lot to answer for. When this government criticises 
the AMA and takes it to task over this issue, the AMA comes back and attacks the government. The doctors 
themselves, through the GP colleges, and the Morrison government, which controls the allocation of Medicare 
numbers, are the key cause of the doctor shortage. They own it. They are responsible for it. I was of the belief that 
members of the Liberal–National Party alliance at the state level were supposed to lobby for what is best for our 
state through their federal colleagues. Clearly, they are all about themselves and their own survival, because they 
are either asleep at the wheel or they do not have a relationship with their federal mates. I have not seen the member 
for Cottesloe appear with or photographed with the Prime Minister, Scott Morrison. How can he say that he is working 
for our state in that arena? Nor have I seen the Leader of the Opposition photographed with the Deputy Prime 
Minister. I wonder why. We need change. I need good local federal representation. I do not need another three years 
of Ian Goodenough. 

May I have an extension, please ma’am? 

The SPEAKER: Madam Speaker, not ma’am, thank you. 
Mr M.J. FOLKARD: Madam Speaker, my apologies. 

[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr M.J. FOLKARD: Do members know that there is a standing joke in the seat of Moore? Has anyone seen 
Ian Goodenough speaking or listening to a constituent, or seen him out there handing out a how-to-vote card? I can 
tell members that I have not seen him doing it. The comment about “Ian Not Goodenough”—I am not going there. 
I need a member who is community aligned, not “The Clan” aligned. The same goes for the seat of Pearce. I need 
a person who cares for the community and has a demonstrated history of caring for the community, not another 
puppet from “The Clan”. 
I am rather passionate about the next issue I wish to talk about. Every child, every mother, every family has the 
right to good, clean, reliable fresh water. I will say that again: every child, every mother, every family has the right 
to good, clean fresh water. Every family, every mother, every child has the right to reliable, consistent power for their 
home; and every family has the right to have a roof over their head. This government has committed $350 million 
to remote communities to fund and support the improvement of water and electricity supplies and municipal 
services, and increasing the availability of appropriate housing to remote Aboriginal communities. Why did the 
Morrison government stop the funding to our small, remote First Nation communities? No-one can give me an 
answer. I find it offensive. When these funds were cut from these communities, I was so angry. I am so glad this 
government is doing something to address this shameful issue. I know we are doing something about it, but what 
was the National Party doing about it? Clearly nothing. Why have I not seen questions on notice on this issue from 
our National Party? I think it is because they are too busy getting notoriety from public order and antisocial issues 
rather than looking at the factors that cause these issues. I know for a fact that one of the key reasons our younger 
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First Nations people are leaving their communities is because the quality of the water is so poor. You would not 
feed it to your stock, let alone your family! This government—my government—is doing something about it. I hope 
this money is spent well and wisely because until we address the drinking water for our First Nations people who 
are on country, their future will be very bleak. 

The last issue I wish to talk about is Mitchell Freeway from Hester Avenue up to Romeo Road. I am so glad that 
this project is continuing with such vigour. I know the frustration of commuters every morning and afternoon 
entering and exiting the freeway to head south or to return home—the long queues, the frustrated drivers; it never 
seems to end. This government has invested a further $9 billion in major road projects throughout the state, boosting 
local jobs and busting congestion. I am extremely proud of the extension through to Romeo Road at the end of the 
freeway and the rail extension to Yanchep, which is progressing. These projects will revitalise the communities 
aligned with the transport precinct. I have observed new small businesses starting up and bigger businesses investing 
in the area. Further, I really look forward to seeing the smart freeways project being implemented along the 
Mitchell Freeway corridor. Hopefully, that will take 15 minutes off the commute, which will enhance the lives of my 
constituents in Burns Beach. This is a good budget. It takes care of the vulnerable. It improves our economy by 
paying down debt. It reduces sovereign risk created by poor credit ratings. It is a terrific Labor budget. It puts people 
first, drives the economy forward and looks after the vulnerable in my community. 

With that, I commend the budget bills to the house. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [7.20 pm]: I also rise to provide a response 
to the Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) Bill 2022 and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022. I rise to 
speak to this undoubtedly and unashamedly so-called Labor budget. It is one that will apparently make other 
Treasurers “green with envy” and, in a bizarre analogy more fitting to a primary school playground than from 
a Premier and Treasurer of a state, it will make other Treasurers look like they have “swallowed a bumblebee”. 
I suggest the real sting in this budget is for our most vulnerable Western Australians—those patients sitting in the 
back of ambulances for thousands of hours each month because the hospital system does not have beds inside to 
accept them or the one in five children suffering from mental health illness who are being turned away from 
treatment because their illness is too complex. Relevant services are having to ration care to treat older children 
and those with more severe symptoms because they simply do not have the resources to see everyone. There are 
women and children who are desperate to escape domestic violence but face homelessness if they do because our 
refuges and support services are so stretched that they are turning hundreds of families away each year. I suggest 
that some of them would, in fact, not be envious but incensed that a government that is sitting on a $5.7 billion 
surplus this year, or $11 billion over the past two years, has chosen not to make a real and sustained investment in the 
services that will actually assist them. The government has instead chosen a green-with-envy surplus over investing 
in these critical services. It has chosen a surplus over those people and it had the audacity to gloat about it. 
This is a budget that does barely enough, with no commitment to more. It is a budget that is tinkering around the 
edges on health, putting out spot fires with no real plan or vision for how it will meet the increase in demand in the 
future and no time frames for current or promised projects. This budget is a plan for a fix but no deadline to fix it, 
and this is no more evident than in the health system. There is no shortage of spin when it comes to health. The detail 
in the budget shows a desperate game of catch-up from a government that has spent the first couple of years in 
government winding back funding in the health system only to realise that the system is now in such a dire situation 
that it is having to play catch-up. 
Last year’s budget in September, and the eleventh hour injection fewer than two months later, indicate a government 
that dropped the ball and is now scrambling to try to get the system back from the brink. Any investment that will 
attempt to turn that health crisis around is welcome. It needs it. The frontline health workers who have been keeping 
the ship afloat, despite being consistently asked to do more with less, have done an incredible job and continue to 
do so, but the reality is the health system remains in crisis. St John Ambulance WA last year recorded more than 
52 000 hours of ambulance ramping—more than double the year before. The figures this year are tracking the same 
if not worse. At the start of this week, 16 May, the yearly total was 21 990 hours, which is not far from the entire 
2020 total of ambulance ramping hours.  
The consequences can be tragic, as we saw again on Sunday, with the heartbreaking death of 80-year-old Georgina Wild. 
Ms Wild waited two and a half hours for an ambulance after calling 000 with chest pains on Sunday. She was in 
Perth. The call should have been responded to within 15 minutes. Her death follows the similar death in Geraldton 
last month of grandmother Joan Hope. She also died from a suspected heart attack after waiting 30 minutes for an 
ambulance to arrive. The deaths of these women are the result of the whole health system being at capacity. 
I understand the ambulance service recorded 122 hours of ramping on Sunday due to bed block. That is on the 
government and it is an absolute disgrace. In a state as prosperous as ours, no family should have to grieve the 
death of a loved one who had to wait hours for care. 
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All we heard from the government over the past two years was a denial that there was a problem and, then, 
excuses for why beds were ramped, ranging from disruptions due to non-COVID respiratory illnesses to the flu 
season and cleaning regimes. The announcement in this budget of the $250 million emergency reform package is 
an admission by the government that it has failed and finally needs to do something to tackle ambulance ramping 
and improve emergency care. The Minister for Health said that she does not expect to see any great improvement 
in coming months. It is fair to ask when we will see improvement. Where is the urgency to fix the systemic 
issues that are now greatly impacting on the whole health system and associated services? Given the recent 
tragic consequences, there still appears to be a lack of urgency in addressing the crisis that is happening day in, 
day out in our health system. 
The announcement of $30 million for regional paramedics will be rolled out over two to three years. It was 
extraordinary to hear the health minister admit that the government is still rolling out funding for paramedics in 
the regions from two years ago. 
The so-called reform package includes $55 million to embed nurses 24/7 across metropolitan and regional emergency 
department waiting rooms, but there is no detail on how many extra FTE that will equate to, when and where they 
will be embedded and where they will come from. The reform package also includes money for real-time data 
capability to show where available beds are. I accept that most emergency department staff know when no beds are 
available, because the code yellows, which now number in the hundreds, consistently being called across our health 
system are the best indicator that there are no beds. Bed block is having a flow-on effect on EDs, causing ambulances 
to be ramped—but do not expect a quick fix. The minister will lead a task force to oversee the implementation of 
the reforms. The implementation of those reforms currently does not have a time frame and is not expected to deliver 
any great improvement in coming months. 
There is also $3 million for a business case to see whether a state health operations centre will help, and $2.4 million 
for a program to identify solutions for long-term improvements to emergency care ramping. So, we will have 
a program and a business case overseen by a task force, in addition to the reviews that have already been undertaken 
and those currently being done. It sounds like a script written by spin doctors. It is not a quick fix because there 
are no time frames. Of course, the sustainable health review was to be the review to end all reviews and guide 
government health policy. It was apparently a blueprint. It called for cultural change, no longer focusing on beds and 
acute services, and stated that prevention spending needed to increase by five per cent by 2029. The government 
has committed $21 million over the next four years to implement sustainable health review initiatives—most will 
be spent on bureaucrats. It is hard to believe this government is serious about improving the health system and 
fixing the systemic issues that have intensified under its watch due to chronic underfunding and under-resourcing 
when only $21 million will be spent over four years out of an $11 billion health budget. 
I note with interest the commitment to beds announced in last year’s budget and the last-minute post-budget 
announcement of more beds once this government realised how much it had undercooked it. The beds, although 
welcome, will not come online until October this year—after the current COVID outbreak, after the flu season and 
after winter, when hospitals are at their busiest. “There is no tap you can turn on for health beds”, our minister 
dramatically announced in the house last week. How many of these new beds did the McGowan government turn 
the tap off on in the first place? According to the Australian Medical Association’s Public hospital report card 2022, 
WA has the lowest ratio of public beds in the country, and I quote from Mark Duncan-Smith — 

Little if anything was done in 2020 and 2021 to increase capacity, and old beds that had previously been 
closed by WA Health are now starting to be reopened. 

In the middle of the pandemic, the number of ICU beds in WA also went backwards. An Australian and New Zealand 
Intensive Care Society report stated that WA had the lowest number of ICU beds per capita in Australia—
six per 100 000 people—and the number of ICU beds in WA had dropped from 179 to 159 beds from 2020 to 2021. 
We have been told that all the new beds being brought online will equate to a new tertiary hospital. The question is: 
why is the operational budget, with all the extra beds and the extra staff being employed, increasing by only 
3.3 per cent? The AMA WA was also sceptical and I quote — 

“The McGowan Government has plans to reopen 530 beds this year, yet the operational budget is only 
increasing by 3.3 per cent, which is effectively CPI. This is hardly in line with Government rhetoric 
suggesting this amounts to a new tertiary hospital. 
“This will probably get us off the bottom of the national list of the number of beds per head of population, 
but still not far up enough to make a huge difference. 
“The AMA … would like to have seen provisioning for a further increase in beds, and the outlining of 
a longer-term strategy for achieving that. There is nothing in the forward estimates suggesting such 
a strategy is on the cards.” 
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Again, this is a government that is scrambling to put out fires but has no plan for the future. That is except for the 
plan it went to the 2017 election with. That was the one for medi-hotels. The plan was to free up hospital beds so 
that more patients could be treated. It was the signature policy of former Minister for Health Roger Cook, who 
said in July 2017 — 

“Medihotels will help reduce waiting times in emergency departments, and waiting lists for elective surgery, 
by ensuring patients who are not ready to be discharged—but no longer need that high level of care—can 
recover in comfort, with family and loved ones close by in a convenient location. 

The plan was to free up 54 tertiary beds every day and allow 5 262 more patients to be treated in our hospital system 
each year. The time frame for delivery of the Murdoch medi-hotel was 2021, as outlined in a May 2017 media 
statement, but the next guess was that it would be in 2022, and I quote — 

The Medihotel will deliver up to 60 beds and operate on a 24-hour, seven-day per week basis, and is 
expected to divert up to 5,000 patients each year from busy public hospital emergency departments. 

The latest guess is that it will be in early 2023. There have been multiple media statements but still no medi-hotel 
five years later. Of course, it was one of three Labor promises to help ease the bed block, which is now having 
catastrophic consequences across our health system. Where are the other two? The Joondalup medi-hotel is now 
just a vision, according to the former Minister for Health. It was also said that it would be built to free up more 
hospital beds and improve patient flow, and I quote the Premier — 

The expansion and the introduction of a Medihotel and Urgent Care Clinic will take pressure off the busy 
emergency department and reduce wait times for patients. These were key initiatives we took to the election 
and we’re getting on with the job. 

Except the government did not. The overall expansion plan was for eight extra operating theatres and a medi-hotel 
to take pressure off the hospital, except that was all talk—a common theme of this government, which is big on spin 
and short on delivery. Five years later, the promised eight operating theatres have now been reduced to one and 
the medi-hotel is no longer part of the scope of the current works but remains part of the vision of the hospital. It was 
an election promise, but it was just a vision. The only medi-hotel that has been delivered is at Royal Perth Hospital, 
and that is probably because it has just four beds. Four beds have been delivered in five years from what was a key 
election promise. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
Ms L. METTAM: Perhaps. The premise was to relieve pressure on our hospitals and attempt to mitigate the situation 
we find ourselves in now. Bed block is creating flow-on effects for other services, including St John Ambulance, 
which is having a major impact on patient care and the efficiency of the system. 
That brings us to the priorities of this government. We certainly support the delivery of free rapid antigen tests 
for WA, but I question the spend of this measure. Why is it not at least matched with the emergency reform package, 
or other health-related initiatives? There is $635 million for RATs and $252 million to reduce pressure on our 
emergency department system. With a $5.7 billion surplus, why was the same level of funding priority not given 
to reforming our emergency departments? The Minister for Health has referred in this place to the 22 per cent 
increase in the health budget. The reality is that, excluding commonwealth one-off funding for COVID measures 
and infrastructure, state-based funding to deliver services has not increased that much over the past six budgets. If 
we take out the $560 million of COVID spend, which includes $167 million for safe transition funding, and 
look at the funding provided by the state government for the delivery of services, we see that the appropriation is 
$5.53 billion. Total appropriations for 2016–17 was $5.13 billion, so in the last five years we have seen an increase 
of just eight per cent—barely keeping up with CPI. We are seeing the system do more with less, as demand increases. 
To say that there has been a 22 per cent increase is pure spin. 
Yesterday, the Premier boasted in this place about cutting funds. He said that when the government came to office, 
it would do a number of things. It would budget conservatively and ensure that it got its recurrent spend under 
control. He said that it did both those things and that it reduced recurrent spend from around 6.3 per cent per annum 
down to two per cent, including its election commitments. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms L. METTAM: That is exactly why a surplus — 
Mr S.A. Millman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mount Lawley, if you have a point to make, take it in the proper way. You do not 
just interject. 

Point of Order 
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Mr S.A. MILLMAN: When one of our members was speaking, the member for Moore made the point that they 
were referring extensively to their notes. I cannot help but notice that the member for Vasse has done nothing but 
read word for word from her notes. 
The SPEAKER: I am not going to uphold your point of order at this time, but the member for Vasse well knows 
that it is contrary to standing orders to read your speech. You can refer to copious notes, though. 

Debate Resumed 
Ms L. METTAM: I turn now to the new women’s and babies’ hospital. I think I was quoting the Premier’s comments 
in yesterday’s uncorrected Hansard. The Premier stated — 

We did both of those things. We reduced the recurrent spend from around 6.3 per cent per annum down 
to around two per cent per annum, including our election commitments. We did those two things at once. 

Yes, he certainly did, and that is exactly why our surplus is big but our services are crumbling, with the health 
system under extraordinary pressure. 
I turn now to the new women’s and babies’ hospital, for which there was a $1.8 billion commitment announced in 
the 2021 election campaign, and there is $8.3 million in this year’s budget to finish the business case. There is 
nothing in the forward estimates about when this major project, which is included in every infrastructure headline, 
will be started or delivered. 
Several members interjected.  

Point of Order 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Speaker, members of the opposition have sat in silence through some fairly provocative speeches 
that have been made by members on the other side. I ask that the same forbearance be given to the member for 
Vasse in making her contribution to this debate. 
The SPEAKER: I have to say that the interjections have not been overly robust, but I will just ask members to 
pay some courtesy to the speaker on their feet. 

Debate Resumed 
Ms L. METTAM: Another significant health failing in Western Australia is the lack of urgency in addressing the 
issue of people with eating disorders. Anorexia has one of the highest mortality rates of mental health disorders in 
the country; it is also one of the most treatable and preventable. The prevalence of this condition has been exacerbated 
during COVID. The number of patients admitted to Perth Children’s Hospital with the diagnosis of an eating 
disorder increased by 86 per cent between 2019 and 2020. Despite Labor’s commitment of $31 million to a statewide 
eating disorder specialist service, there has been no urgency in bringing this commitment forward, and just $750 000 
has been allocated in this year’s budget for a business case. This state is lagging behind every other jurisdiction in 
the country in addressing this issue by providing these dedicated services. 
In relation to mental health, and following the release of the report of the Ministerial Taskforce into Public Mental 
Health Services for Infants, Children and Adolescents earlier this year, it was expected that investment would be 
significantly adjusted to reflect the demand and serious shortfalls in the system, as outlined in the report. The report 
found that services are much harder to access now than they were 10 years ago. Fewer than one in five children 
are accepted into treatment programs, and one in five children are turned away from treatment because their issues 
are too complex. The report found also that 14 per cent of children aged between 14 and 17 have mental health 
issues, with the number even higher in regional areas. Increasingly, services are in effect rationing care in order to 
treat older children and those with more severe symptoms and at higher risk. The task force also found that the 
number of children needing a specialist service for mental health issues has increased by 70 per cent since 2014 
but the funding has not kept pace. Only eight per cent of mental health funding is dedicated to services for infants, 
children and adolescents. 
As well articulated by Dr Lynn Jones from the Faculty of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry of the Royal Australian 
and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists, the report did not criticise the standard of care provided by the child 
and adolescent mental health service but pointed to chronic under-resourcing and the need to rebuild the service. 
It is, therefore, underwhelming that the state budget includes only an extra $181 million over four years for new and 
expanded mental health services, and, as part of that amount, just $47 million to respond to the recommendations 
of the task force. I welcome the recommendations, and the minister’s commitment to implement them. However, 
I question why there does not appear to be any real urgency or substantive funding. Despite promising to overhaul 
the child and adolescent mental health system, the budget has a commitment of only $47 million over four years. 
That includes the provision of fewer than 12 FTE child and adolescent mental health frontline workers. This is at 
a time when we know that COVID is exacerbating mental health issues and the number of hospitalisations. 
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Another area of concern is this government’s commitment to medical research. Western Australia has the 
second-lowest spend per capita on health and medical research funding in Australia, at $19.30, compared with 
Queensland, for example, which is $51. We know that for every dollar invested in medical research in Australia, 
$3.90 is returned. That represents a significant opportunity for the state. The future health research and innovation 
fund is vitally important. The opposition supported this program when it was first introduced to Parliament. It is 
understood that there is currently $1.6 billion in that fund. At the moment, interest that is earned on this account 
will be utilised for medical research at the discretion of the Minister for Health. Although the fund is set to provide 
$40 million in funding to medical research and innovation in Western Australia from 2023, there are concerns that 
it is being carved out with business-as-usual spending. This is the first time the fund has been highlighted in the 
budget papers. It is concerning that the fund appears to fall to just $25 million in the forward estimates. I look 
forward to some clarification on this point during the estimates process. 
We raised issues regarding family and domestic violence today. The budget papers state that there is a 17 per cent 
increase in demand for services. At a time when this government has been gloating about a $5.7 billion surplus, 
why are support services and refuges resorting to fundraising, calling for donations or considering cutting services 
because they cannot keep up with demand? The budget for FDV prevention is dropping by 17 per cent. We have 
heard this government cry foul that it is the cessation of time-limited commonwealth initiatives, but, ultimately, we 
are seeing funding cuts. There have been unprecedented calls for help. One south west refuge reportedly turned away 
300 women and children last year, which is an appalling situation. As I stated earlier, the director of family, domestic 
and sexual violence at WA’s Centre for Women’s Safety and Wellbeing Centre, Dr Alison Evans, put it this way — 

Additional funding for new initiatives like the hubs doesn’t ameliorate that historic and ongoing underfunding 
of this sector. 

There are some concerns that refuges have been offered five-year contracts, but those contracts have been funded at 
significantly below the current demand and have not kept pace. Those on the ground do not care where the funding 
is coming from. The reality is that this budget falls well short and is hard to cop when the state is in such a wealthy 
position and such vulnerable people are being hurt. Over the forward estimates, it is alarming to see that the funding 
drops even further. Now is not the time to be sitting back and counting the surplus while vulnerable women and 
children attempt to escape unsafe homes or are living in refuges and cars, waiting for housing. A $400 electricity 
rebate is of little value when they do not have a home or are living in their car or at a refuge. 
On disability services, many people in the disability community are understandably devastated by the Activ Foundation’s 
announcement this week that it will close its seven sites, which employ more than 700 people with a disability. The 
last time this was going to happen, the former Liberal–National government stepped in. What is the state government’s 
response to this? The McGowan government is missing in action. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms L. METTAM: Although this is largely federally funded, there is a state role for supporting the sector. There are 
411 000 Western Australians with a disability. Only 10 per cent are eligible for the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme. Funding for disability support — 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
The SPEAKER: Sorry, member for Vasse; the member for Armadale has a point of order. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: I do not generally rise to bring a point of order on reading one’s speech. I would not do that to a new 
member, but this member has been here for many years and she has just read the speech basically word for word. 
A member: So did the Premier. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: It is a point of order. She has been told not to do that and she continues to read word for word. It 
is beyond a joke. She is an experienced member of this house and the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party, yet she 
still continues to read word for word. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Armadale. I understand your point of order. I heard the interjection that 
the Premier read his speech. Let us put it on record that it is standard practice in this house that second reading 
speeches are read into the record. It is a requirement that they are word for word. Every minister or any private 
member who gives a second reading speech on a bill reads in that speech. That is the standard practice. However, 
it is against the standing orders to read your speech verbatim. Member for Vasse, I will ask you not to do that. 
I realise you are towards the end of your speech. You have only five minutes more to go, but I will ask you to 
desist from reading your speech and just speak to the points you would like to make. Thank you. 

Debate Resumed 
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Ms L. METTAM: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I am referring to my notes. 
Where has the McGowan government been in this space? When the closure of Activ was raised last time, the 
Liberal–National government stepped up and stepped in. As I said, the NDIS covers about 10 per cent of the 
population. We know that funding for disability support in this year’s budget has fallen from $96 million in 2020–21 
to $68 million in the following year, and we have seen a 24 per cent decrease in staff. According to the budget papers, 
it is due to reduced spending as a result of the NDIS. We will explore this further during the estimates process. However, 
what makes little sense is that the NDIS covers only 10 per cent of people with disabilities, so a 28 per cent reduction 
in funding and a 24 per cent fall in staff seem to be significant drops. It is worth noting that disability services have 
been exempted from reporting on the efficiency indicators, which makes it very difficult to determine whether it is 
meeting the needs of people with disability. That goes back to the lack of transparency that we see under this government. 
Living supports have also seen a dramatic fall, and there is no disabled housing program in the forward estimates. 
That has been raised by the sector as well and we look forward to exploring that, which is of great concern. 
I have only a few minutes left to speak about the commitments to Vasse. This will not take long because there is 
very little to talk about, as usual. I welcome the McGowan government’s $21 million commitment over four years 
for destination marketing funding. I hope some of that funding is dedicated to promoting the Busselton Margaret 
River Airport routes. I have a grievance on that tomorrow because this government has done everything to undermine 
the project since it has come to office. I hope some of the generic funding for hospitals—in particular, emergency 
departments, but also mental health—will also be allocated to Busselton Health Campus and the broader electorate 
because there is a significant demand. It is disappointing that despite being flagged as a priority by the WA Country 
Health Service, the Margaret River Hospital upgrades have been neglected and remain unfunded. Despite Busselton 
recording the highest regional population growth in WA in 2020–21, it is disappointing that there is no dedicated 
spending for our schools in the region, which separately require upgrades. 
This is not a Premier for all of WA. This is a Premier who has delivered quite a cruel budget when it comes to our 
most vulnerable. It is a purely political exercise and indicative of a government that is not interested in investing 
in the community or the future of diversifying our economy when it comes to issues such as broader tourism outcomes 
and medical research. 
MS H.M. BEAZLEY (Victoria Park) [7.52 pm]: I rise today to speak on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) 
Bill 2022 and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022 and what the 2022–23 state budget means for the 
people in my electorate of Victoria Park. 
Vic Park is a very active and engaged electorate, and the people I represent have told me time and again that they 
care about the big issues. They want to know that their government is taking strong action on climate change. They want 
to know that their government is delivering quality education and training for the next generation of Western Australians. 
They want to know that their government is delivering on its promises to create jobs, build Metronet and boost 
affordable housing and social support for our most vulnerable. At the moment, though, the people of Victoria Park 
are talking to me about two issues the most. The first is cost-of-living pressures that are hitting household budgets 
across Australia and the second is our health system and how it is coping as we learn to live with COVID-19. 
The Premier, ministers, the public sector and our Western Australian community have done a remarkable job in 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. We have vaccinated ourselves three times over at record levels, with over 
80 per cent of our population having had their third jab. This, combined with our tough border stance, secured our 
soft landing with lower than expected hospital and ICU admissions. Instead of spending months in lockdown, as we 
witnessed our fellow Australians in the eastern states endure, our strong border and vaccination policy meant that we 
could continue our lives with a semblance of normalcy and our resources sector could continue operating throughout 
the entire pandemic, allowing business investment and exports to remain strong. In fact, 50 per cent of our nation’s 
exports are now from Western Australia. During the pandemic, we kept the rest of Australia afloat. Billions of dollars 
generated in WA supported the closed and floundering economies of the eastern states, particularly New South Wales. 
I was at a breakfast event hosted by The West Australian this week where the federal opposition leader, and I truly 
hope our next Prime Minister, Hon Anthony Albanese, was guest speaker. Mr Albanese stated, and I paraphrase, 
“Take a moment to imagine what Australia would look like if it weren’t for Western Australia during the pandemic.” 
Honestly, I did take a moment and it made me shudder. Unlike other states in Australia, which have experienced 
escalating debt levels and large budget deficits, under the McGowan Labor government, Western Australia’s net debt 
is set to fall for a third consecutive year, to below $30 billion, the lowest level since 2015. All Western Australians 
currently feeling cost-of-living pressures know that interest rates are likely to rise in response to rising inflation 
rates. Paying down our debt helps to protect the state from the impact of the Reserve Bank’s decisions. 
Despite significant investments like our household electricity credit, climate action fund and a record asset investment 
program over the next four years, Western Australia’s net debt is set to peak at just 9.9 per cent of gross state product 
in 2024–25 before declining the next year. This is in stark contrast not just to the other states but also to our federal 
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Liberal government’s net debt levels, which in the same 2024–25 year is forecast to be an eye-watering $823 billion, 
and rising from there, this being a 33 per cent net-debt-to-GDP ratio. Even this year, the federal Liberal government 
will pay more in interest than on the disability pension. This is only set to get worse if the Liberals are successful 
at this Saturday’s federal election. Liberals at a state and national level continue to claim that Labor cannot manage 
money. Their gall is as amazing as their debt is eye-watering. 
I commend the Premier, our Treasurer, for his strong fiscal management, which has seen our state achieve this feat 
while also committing over $1.6 billion in this budget to support businesses during the pandemic, part of our total 
$11.2 billion COVID response measures. I know that this support, including small business grants, has been vital 
to the many cafes, restaurants, gift shops, bookshops, clothing retailers, printers and more who call Victoria Park 
home. It is within the context of this critical business support that more Western Australians have a job than 
ever before, with a record 1.46 million Western Australians employed. Employment is almost six per cent above 
pre-COVID levels, which equates to around 80 000 more jobs compared with the beginning of the pandemic. We 
have the lowest unemployment rate in the nation—a 13-year low at 3.4 per cent. This is particularly remarkable 
given we also have the highest participation rate on record for any state, at 70 per cent. We also enjoy record female 
employment and a record female participation rate. More than half of those 80 000 additional jobs have gone to 
women. We have eight per cent higher female employment compared with pre-COVID. Female employment is up 
seven per cent over the last 12 months alone. Our female participation rate has risen and is trending upward, 
narrowing on the male participation rate. Female workforce participation is at almost 64 per cent, much more than 
pre-COVID levels and higher than other states’ total participation rates. It was the female workforce that was 
initially hit hardest during COVID, but the gender equality measures and work being undertaken by the McGowan 
government, together with the flexible work arrangements that COVID ended up creating, has suited female workers. 
These factors have resulted in greater female participation and employment. Long may this business flexibility 
continue, as I know our government’s commitment to gender equality will.  
This budget also returns a $5.7 billion operating surplus in 2021–22, with a $1.6 billion operating surplus predicted 
in 2022–23, as well as forecast surpluses across the entire forward estimates periods. These strong operating 
surpluses mean that the McGowan government can give and is giving back to every household in Western Australia. 
To ease some of the cost-of-living pressures I spoke about earlier, the McGowan government is providing every 
household with a $400 electricity bill credit. This is the second year in a row that the McGowan government has 
provided Western Australian households with an electricity credit. I know how much of a difference last year’s 
electricity credit made to my constituents, particularly pensioners and those on fixed incomes. Last year’s electricity 
credit provided local households with months of bill relief. I am proud that we are again giving households in 
Victoria Park a helping hand in this budget. Vic Park householders will no doubt be relieved to hear that our careful 
economic management means that household fees and charges will decrease by 3.8 per cent in 2022–23, the third 
consecutive year of below CPI increases in fees and charges under a Labor government. With the price of groceries 
at Woolies and Coles increasing before our eyes, I am sure that this will help households balance their own budgets. 
Now, as I said, cost-of-living pressures are currently a priority for many of my constituents in Victoria Park. The 
other issue that comes up frequently with me is WA’s health system, in particular our hospital system and how it 
is handling the COVID-19 pandemic. The McGowan government has made a massive investment in our hospital 
system as part of its efforts to secure our soft landing from the pandemic. It has proudly committed a record 
$5.7 billion to health and mental health, with $2.5 billion of this being new spending since the last budget. This 
massive spend will ensure that our health system is strong and continues to keep Western Australians safe. 
Our health system could not operate without the dedicated health workers and frontline services that support it. In 
the past two years, this workforce has increased by 15 per cent, including an additional 1 500 nursing staff and 
500 medical full-time equivalents, most of whom are doctors. The McGowan government will continue to invest 
in initiatives to boost our health workforce so that it can continue to provide quality services. I take this opportunity 
to thank our healthcare workers for the amazing work they do, particularly in such trying times. 
The government’s massive $2.5 billion new health spend, which I note was achieved at the same time as reducing 
state net debt and delivering a $5.7 billion surplus during a global pandemic, commits an additional $1.6 billion in 
funding to pandemic response and recovery, including $635 million to secure and deliver rapid antigen tests to 
WA households and free collection depots. The McGowan Labor government was the only government in Australia 
to provide free RATs to households. In Western Australia, the 15 RATs provided by the McGowan government 
saved households around $150. As a member of Parliament, I was also delighted to be allocated 2 000 RATs for 
my community, which I provided to local community groups, including homelessness and disability services, 
women’s refuges and schools, as well as to individuals in need. 
It is important to note that even if we remove the funding that was committed to the health system to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the health budget has still increased by hundreds of millions of dollars this year. Pandemic aside, 
our government continues to expand the health system’s capacity to respond to the needs of Western Australians. 
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Pandemic aside, our government continues to improve upon business as usual. In this respect, the budget includes 
funding for a $252 million emergency department reform package comprising 17 initiatives designed to improve access 
to emergency care and ambulance services. The health budget also commits an additional $630 million in hospital 
services spending and $223 million in new health infrastructure. A total of 530 new hospital beds will be delivered to 
WA hospitals by the end of the year and, like the member for Vasse said, that is the equivalent of a new tertiary hospital. 
The south-east metro corridor, which is captured in my electorate of Victoria Park, has been a direct beneficiary 
of these funding initiatives. In December, the McGowan government announced the creation of 67 new hospital 
beds at Bentley Hospital. I can tell members that this was incredibly well received by my community. Of these 
beds, 37 were placed in Bentley Hospital to expand its general capacity and 30 beds are being created onsite as 
part of the new modular facility for non-acute patients, which will come online this year. Earlier this week, we 
announced with the federal Labor leader, Anthony Albanese, that our government will also partner with a Labor 
federal government to deliver a new $150 million Bentley Hospital Surgicentre. This surgicentre will feature six new 
surgical theatres, two new procedure rooms, a 24-bed surgical ward, a new central sterilisation services department 
and more parking. It is another reason why I am very much hoping for and will be voting for a federal Labor 
government this Saturday. 
Importantly, our Labor government’s health investment also includes $181 million of new funding for new and 
expanded mental health, alcohol and other drug services. I know that many people in our community have felt the 
stress caused by the pandemic and cost-of-living pressures. I am pleased that this budget responds to this important 
aspect of our wellbeing. I am proud that St James in my electorate of Victoria Park will be home to a transitional 
care unit, which will be the first of its kind in WA. The McGowan government’s new $7 million St James transitional 
care unit is a 40-bed service designed to help people with mental health issues recover and confidently return to 
community living. I am very confident that the budget presented to this house by the Treasurer addresses the current 
key concerns of my constituents: cost-of-living pressures and our health system. 
However, as members here today know too well, even during a global pandemic the normal business of government 
continues. I mentioned earlier that people living in my electorate of Victoria Park have told me, including while 
on the hustings when I was still a candidate, that climate change is a matter of extreme importance to them. It is 
critical that governments take strong action immediately to address climate change, and this budget provides over 
$652 million to promote green initiatives. This includes incentives for Western Australians to move towards 
greening alternatives such as a $36.5 million fund to provide $3 500 rebates to Western Australians who purchase 
a new electric vehicle or a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle, as well as grants for charging infrastructure. I have many car 
yards in my electorate and this initiative will be great for their electric vehicle sales figures as well as our environment. 
Western Australia, and Australia as a whole, has committed to net zero emissions by 2050. This budget underpins 
that commitment by delivering $31 million to climate action research that will reduce carbon emissions. Proudly, 
our 2022–23 state budget’s $500 million boost to the climate action fund brings this fund to a very significant total 
of $1.25 billion. I know that all these green initiatives, including our plans for plastics, Containers for Change and 
more are and will be welcomed by my environmentally conscious constituents. 
We have great green locals in Victoria Park and also very keen cyclists. They often cross over on the Venn diagram 
of issues. In fact, Vic Park is an electorate of mad cyclists. Although it is not a passion I share, I have come to 
embrace lycra and bike helmets, just not on me. I even present local schools in my electorate with a bike each year 
to use as a prize in their fundraising efforts, so I could not give my budget reply on behalf of my electorate without 
mentioning the $830 000 grant that the McGowan government has provided the Town of Victoria Park to fund 
protected bikeways along Archer and Mint Streets in Carlisle. This will integrate Victoria Park into the metropolitan 
cycling network, including the new causeway cycling and pedestrian bridge, which will connect Vic Park to the 
city and vice versa. I wish our Victoria Park cyclists many happy cycling journeys along these new paths and I will 
salute them with my cup of tea from Cafe Bella Rosa! 
Victoria Park is an inner-city electorate with a high demand for housing. The electorate has felt the impact of housing 
supply challenges and I am frequently contacted by constituents who are struggling to find accommodation in the 
private rental market. I am delighted, therefore, that this budget includes a 50 per cent reduction in land tax for 
build-to-rent constructions. That is a new urban housing model in which apartments are developed for the sole 
purpose of being rented. Of particular interest to Victoria Park, where we are seeing more medium to high–density 
developments, the housing budget includes a density bonus for developments that set aside at least five per cent of 
their accommodation for social housing. The Treasurer and Minister Carey have also ensured that the government’s 
existing housing stock will be upgraded, investing $58 million into the social housing economic recovery package 
fund, which will be distributed among 47 community groups to assist them in refurbishing their properties. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms H.M. BEAZLEY: One of these community groups is Connect Victoria Park, which I have spoken about in this 
house before. It is a fantastic organisation, providing advocacy, social support and housing for vulnerable seniors. 
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Seniors, particularly older women, are the fastest growing section of the population facing housing pressure. Connect 
received almost $1 million from this SHERP fund to refurbish 20 of its units. These are 30-year-old units and the 
funds will replace their original kitchens and bathrooms and allow Connect to install lifts, improving accessibility for 
many senior residents. This funding also released Connect’s maintenance budget and allows it to keep its 50 other 
units fit for purpose and available to low-income people. In total, our Labor government is investing an extra 
$408 million into housing and homeless initiatives in this budget alone, which I know will ease some of the 
pressure experienced by my constituents. 
New housing developments and greater density need to be supported by quality infrastructure, and in Victoria Park, 
as well as all over the metropolitan area, that means Metronet. In Vic Park, we anxiously await the removal of level 
crossings along the Armadale line at Mint Street, Oats Street and Welshpool Road, as well as new, modern, elevated 
train stations in Carlisle and on Oats Street. Understandably, building this infrastructure will necessitate the closure 
of the Armadale line for at least 18 months. This budget provides $16 million in funding for replacement bus 
services while this shutdown occurs so that residents are inconvenienced as little as possible while we await our 
new elevated rail. 
Finally, I could not end my budget reply without mentioning education and training—an area of government that 
I am passionate about and that is a perennial priority issue for my electorate. Over the last few years, the McGowan 
government has made an enormous investment into infrastructure and science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics projects in WA schools. This budget builds on that investment, increasing funding for WA education to 
almost $6 billion. This funding will provide significant resources to support students with extra needs—a particular 
and personal interest of mine—including expanding the specialist learning programs for students with autism 
spectrum disorder to another eight schools at a cost of over $18 million. This includes $2.5 million to help year 1 students 
with phonics and $4.6 million to implement the students with disabilities and complex behaviour framework. As a mum 
of a child with extra needs, this support is very welcomed by me and, I am sure, by other families raising children 
living with disability. My local schools will no doubt be glad to hear that the budget invests $595 million towards new 
and upgraded school facilities and an additional $33.8 million into maintenance upgrades to improve our public schools. 
Minister Ellery and the Treasurer are also continuing to invest in our TAFE system. Under our Lower Fees, Local 
Skills initiative—one of my favourite initiatives—TAFE fees for 30 additional courses have been slashed. This is 
in addition to the freeze on TAFE fees that the McGowan government implemented in 2017 and which has 
remained. These decisions meant that South Metropolitan TAFE, of which I have two campuses in my electorate, 
Bentley and Carlisle, delivered a record amount of training last year. In fact, TAFE enrolments grew by a record 
of 150 000-plus in 2021, with apprenticeships also up a whopping 31 per cent. That is an incredible number of 
Western Australians who will now enter our workforce with new and much-needed skills, as well as confidence. All 
in all, this budget is a remarkable achievement at a difficult time in our history. I would like to congratulate the 
Premier and the government for securing Western Australia’s future. We also know that the best laid plans of 
government will not succeed without patience, endurance and the consideration of our community. Western Australians 
have shown all these traits throughout the last two years of the COVID pandemic, no more so than in my electorate 
of Victoria Park. I take this opportunity to thank my constituents and local businesses for doing the right thing so 
that together we can ensure that Western Australia remains safe and strong. I commend the budget to the house. 
MS C.M. COLLINS (Hillarys) [8.14 pm]: It is my great pleasure to rise and make a contribution to the 
Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) Bill 2022 and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022. Last year, 
members in this place, on this side of the chamber, spoke about how the 2021–22 state budget was without a doubt 
one of the strongest budgets of this generation. Now, standing here in my second year as the member for Hillarys, 
I am again very proud to be part of a government that has delivered yet another outstanding budget. This budget 
illustrates that the state of Western Australia has leading finances and a leading economy compared with the rest 
of the country. 
We have delivered an economic plan that truly stays focused on Labor’s core platform of equitable support for 
Western Australia’s societal needs. Due to strong financial management, we have managed to maintain the 
continuity and momentum of opportunity to invest in a whole variety of important areas such as health, industry 
diversification, the climate, infrastructure projects, social justice programs and cost-of-living initiatives. It is due 
to strong financial management that we have ultimately been able to lead by example here in Australia. We have 
heard numerous times tonight from the opposition that this budget does not adequately address current needs such 
as the cost of living. But this is not just a forward-looking budget; this is a budget that addresses the immediate 
efforts to deliver relief for ongoing present-day challenges, many of which, of course, are attributed to the global 
pandemic that we find ourselves in. 
It has always been Labor governments that support households and ease cost-of-living pressures, and this government 
is no exception. We have delivered on our commitment to keep increases in household fees and charges to below 
inflation, with a 3.8 per cent reduction. On 22 July, it will be my birthday and I will receive a wonderful birthday 
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present from this government when I—along with every other Western Australian household—receive the 
$400 household credit on my electricity bill. This will be the second credit in the last two years; the first one was 
back in 2020 when I was still a candidate, with the $600 household credit. This credit will play a small part in easing 
the burden for Western Australians, many of whom are doing it tough, particularly due to COVID. Our commitment 
last year to cap public transport fares to two zones has proved to be very, very popular amongst Hillarys’ constituents 
and people across the metropolitan area. For residents in the electorate of Hillarys, it can mean a saving of up to $360. 
In this year’s budget, there is an additional $1.6 billion spend towards our COVID-19 response measures, which 
will take our total investment to $11.2 billion for funding frontline services and supporting WA businesses and 
households. It was an Australian first when the McGowan government announced the program to deliver free rapid 
antigen tests to Western Australian residents. Thousands and thousands of COVID-19 cases in recent months have 
run through this state and it is often the families who are most active in the community who are the worst affected. 
Millions of people are now receiving those RATs, whether they be direct to households or schools, public healthcare 
workers, community resource centres or remote Aboriginal communities across the state. Many people, like me, 
perhaps waited longer than they were expecting to get their 15 free RATs from the government in their postbox, 
but we had an opportunity for state MPs to deliver them directly from their electorate office, so it has been easy 
for families to access this much-needed assistance while COVID is rampant in the community. It has also meant 
minimal impact on the household budgets of residents across this state, with each household potentially saving up 
to $150. This focused financial assistance has kept our community safe and empowered families to have the 
confidence and flexibility to avoid community spread. 
The McGowan government recognises the valuable role small businesses play in not only the economy, but also 
the vibrancy of the community as a whole. We are committed to supporting Western Australian businesses, 
particularly during these unsettling times. The small business hardship grants program gave a helping hand to some 
of the businesses worst affected by the necessary public health lockdowns. The grants ensured that businesses that 
experienced a decline in business of 40 per cent or more received financial support from the state government. It 
was measured and targeted to genuine small to medium-sized businesses and ensured that assistance did not go to 
only the big end of town, but also the mum-and-dad operations that needed it most. The grants ranged from $3 500 
all the way up to almost $40 000 and were paid to several thousand small businesses, including some in the Hillarys 
electorate. The WA state government was able to waive payroll tax for three months for larger hospitality businesses 
that had experienced a major drop in revenue. 
We have not only given financial support. When the pandemic was in full swing, the Department of Transport 
responded to the concerns of businesses at Hillarys Boat Harbour. We met with the businesses to find ways we could 
perhaps enhance their ability to operate at a time when COVID was in the community. A decision was made to relax 
alfresco dining rules to allow more space for diners to eat and drink outside in a COVID-safe way. The relaxed 
rules will continue at Hillarys Boat Harbour, where lots and lots of businesses take advantage of the incredible open 
space down by the water. I would like to thank Minister Saffioti and the dedicated ports staff in the Department of 
Transport for listening to and working hand in hand with my constituents and small business owners to support 
this welcome measure. 
Many constituents contact me about the pressures on our health system. In keeping with the designated spending 
levels outlined in the 2020–21 budget, this government is committing an additional, and record, $2.5 billion in 
funding for our health and mental health systems, taking our spending to a total of $5.7 billion since the last budget 
was handed down. The immediate impacts of this infusion of additional financial support will be the easing of 
pressure on emergency departments, expanding the health workforce and improving health infrastructure. There 
is $252 million allocated to improve emergency care and to help address systemic causes of ambulance ramping. 
The government has delivered 342 new hospital beds, with a total of 530 beds to be delivered by the end of the year. 
Mental health is a particular interest of mine, and of many members of this chamber, because of the impact of COVID 
on our community. The COVID pandemic has had far-reaching impacts on the more vulnerable sections of our 
society, creating a number of stress points that have resulted in an increased need for support. Increased youth 
unemployment, family stress due to redundancies and even remote learning have all perhaps contributed to people’s 
feelings of isolation and detachment from the community. We have allocated $181 million of additional investment 
in mental health. In recognition of some of the secondary impacts of the last two years of COVID-forced restrictions, 
this budget also includes $47.3 million to respond to the recommendations of the Ministerial Taskforce into Public 
Mental Health Services for Infants, Children and Adolescents Aged 0–18 Years in Western Australia. 
On a more local basis, our budget will deliver significant investments in health care to benefit locals in the Hillarys 
electorate and the northern suburbs, with the Joondalup Health Campus expansion project to continue. This budget 
builds on the McGowan Labor government’s strong record and commitments to improving health outcomes across 
the spectrum. 
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Western Australians have a government that also continues to take its responsibilities very seriously in addressing 
the wider global issues. High on our list of priorities is a continued commitment to achieve WA’s and Australia’s 
CO2 and decarbonisation targets in the battle against global climate change. The McGowan government is committed 
to setting up WA to have a prosperous, low-carbon future by supporting new and exciting initiatives that will protect 
our environment. We are pumping $1.25 billion into WA’s climate action fund, of which $31 million will be spent 
directly on initiatives to reduce emissions across a variety of different sectors and $60 million will go towards the 
clean energy car fund to accelerate the use of zero and low-emission vehicles by investing in building the necessary 
infrastructure to support electric vehicles across our state. There will be $300 000 put towards the green hydrogen 
feasibility study to further support our growing interest in creating an entirely new sustainable energy industry in 
Western Australia. All the aforementioned are just some of the examples of this government’s focus on diversification 
of our energy industry into areas of renewable energy and sustainability. 

As a former teacher, I am particularly proud of the fact that in this budget the government is investing $5.95 billion 
into WA schools and is providing a massive $76.5 million boost for workforce training. Our ability to adapt to 
wideranging societal and economic disruptions on the horizon can come about only if we invest in education and 
training for the next generation. 
A member interjected. 

Ms C.M. COLLINS: Thank you. 
As ground-level examples of where this investment is going, last year Hillarys Primary School received $18.5 million 
for a full rebuild and this year will be a special year for Springfield Primary School in Kallaroo. Not only is it its 
fiftieth anniversary, but also it, too, will receive $15 million from the state budget for the redevelopment of the 
school. This school will be completely rebuilt and will have a new capacity for 380 students. The fantastic existing 
kindergarten and pre-primary block and the four-classroom block are the only parts of the school that will remain. 
The rest will receive a complete makeover. 
The McGowan government has made an investment of $25 million in modern equipment for TAFE colleges across 
Western Australia, and training has been focused on equipping students with the skills they need to be in hot 
demand in the WA jobs market. One example is the job-ready pre-employment program, which is funded through 
our WA recovery plan. The state government’s Lower Fees, Local Skills initiative has significantly reduced fees 
for 210 courses, including drilling operations and a range of other mining qualifications. 

One of the hardest aspects of representing the electorate of Hillarys over the last year has been receiving messages 
from families who are concerned about the cost of housing in Western Australia. We are talking about double-income 
families who have real fears of being priced out of their own communities by the rising cost of rent. We have seen, 
particularly in recent months since the borders have opened, an influx of people wanting to live in Western Australia, 
so the supply situation means that prices are increasing. It has become apparent that the strongest tool that this 
government has at its disposal for taking some of the heat off the rental market is to increase the supply of social 
housing that is available. Last year the McGowan government invested $875 million of additional funds into social 
housing, the single largest one-off investment into social housing in our state’s history. The McGowan government 
will deliver 3 300 new social homes. This record funding will also provide an immediate boost to social housing in 
order to provide relief through quicker-to-market housing options, such as spot purchasing and modular, prefabricated 
builds. In addition, the McGowan state government has offered the $20 000 building bonus grant and the $116 million 
Regional Land Booster program, and expanded the eligibility criteria for the shared equity home loan program, 
Keystart. We will not allow shrinking supply to create further housing pain for Western Australia families. 

This budget proves that Labor is the party of responsible economic management. Our budget management is in 
stark contrast to the record deficits under the Liberals and Nationals. We are supporting all of Western Australia 
through the current challenges by addressing ongoing community concerns, such as cost of living and public health 
concerns, but we are also investing in our future, diversifying the economy and taking action on climate change. 
This budget continues to deliver on our clearly stated Labor platform and priorities for transforming our economy 
and supporting every Western Australian equitably, whether they are rich or poor, urban or rural, and it sets up 
WA for a longer term, stronger, brighter and sustainable future. I commend the Treasurer for this excellent budget, 
and I commend these bills to the house. 
MS E.J. KELSBIE (Warren–Blackwood) [8.31 pm]: I rise to speak on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) 
Bill 2022 and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022. I watched with pride as the Premier handed down 
the 2022–23 state budget last Thursday. This budget is a fair budget and a strong budget. It is a budget that looks 
after families and our regions. It is a budget that prioritises the health and wellbeing of our communities, and 
creates new jobs, new investment and consumer confidence. It is a budget that looks after the environment and 
provides opportunities for our young people. 
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I watched while in isolation, as I had returned a positive RAT for COVID-19. The irony of the situation was not 
lost on me. We are the only state government to provide free RATs to all households, saving every family at least 
$150. While Scott Morrison and his government decided to put the cost of the pandemic back onto hardworking 
families, our McGowan Labor government prioritised keeping money within the family budget and offsetting costs 
where possible. 
This budget carries on that good work, continuing to invest in measures to keep WA safe and our economy strong. 
This year, we are investing $1.6 billion in new COVID-19 response and recovery measures, including $635 million 
to secure RATs and to continue to run the WA free RAT program. Meanwhile, “Scomo”, as the current Prime Minister 
has labelled himself on Twitter, despite growing pressure, declared earlier this year that free RATs were not a priority 
for the coalition government—not even for the more vulnerable in our communities, or people on low incomes. That 
showed a lack of understanding, perhaps—maybe a lack of empathy or a lack of vision—and a disconnect from 
the people whom we, as politicians, represent. That is disappointing, to say the very least, and I hope this weekend’s 
election brings much-needed change. 
While listening to the Premier hand down the budget, I also reflected on the soft landing that our state has had due 
to the careful planning and measures put in place by our McGowan Labor government. We have reduced net debt for 
a third consecutive year, and it is now almost $14 billion lower than was projected when Labor came to government. 
Our domestic economy has grown 7.2 per cent over the two years of the pandemic—the strongest in the nation. 
We have delivered another strong surplus, and we have done all this in the middle of a global pandemic. It made 
me think back to a time before I was in this place, when I was CEO of a community not-for-profit, working with 
youth at risk and helping people tackle hurdles to employment; back to a time when the global pandemic was just 
beginning and was even more scary. We did not know what was ahead of us. We relied, and heavily, on our leaders 
to make decisions to help keep us safe. I, along with many, many Western Australians, offer thanks to the McGowan 
Labor government for being the safe pair of hands that has led us, and continues to lead us, through this pandemic, 
offering us a safe, soft landing. Not only are we safe, but also we have the strongest domestic economy in Australia. 
Think back: while the McGowan Labor government was striding ahead to keep us, our economy and our regional 
and remote communities safe and strong, the people on the other side of this place, the Liberals and Nationals, lost 
their way. The last state election was testament to that. They pushed to bring down our borders, and struck a rather 
distasteful partnership with Clive Palmer, putting politics ahead of community safety. Unbelievably, the Liberals 
have struck another deal and are again in cahoots with Clive Palmer. I actually had expected better of them. 
Imagine if the pandemic had been managed properly by the federal government from the start. If Scott Morrison had 
not taken the “That’s not my job” approach to quarantine, and if the federal government had urgently secured vaccines 
and provided free rapid antigen tests, could the rest of the country have had better results? That is reflective, perhaps, 
of our state’s strong leadership and strong economic growth. I am particularly proud of our financial position when 
we consider the $11.2 billion investment that we have made to support Western Australians during the COVID-19 
pandemic. This money has been spent on equipping our frontline services, supporting small businesses and households, 
and investing in our economy and jobs. The results speak for themselves. By putting the health and safety of the 
community first, by having responsible border policies and by achieving world-leading vaccination rates, we have 
ensured that Western Australia has been able to transition safely, saving both lives and jobs. Our economy is among 
the strongest in the world. Our WA Plan for Jobs is not only on track, with 160 000 jobs added since we came to 
office in 2017, but, more importantly, it is working, with unemployment at 3.4 per cent, the lowest rate in the nation. 
In my electorate of Warren–Blackwood, we are investing heavily in jobs. We are committed to bringing regional 
road maintenance jobs in-house to Main Roads, with 490 jobs based in regional WA. That includes establishing 
a depot in Manjimup. Bringing road maintenance work in-house will drive job creation and economic growth in 
regional WA. I am proud that Manjimup will be at the centre of this in the south west. It will also be value for money. 
Before we made this decision, we commissioned a detailed analysis. That report found that moving Main Roads 
jobs in-house would save more than $25 million a year, produce major economic benefits and provide increased 
employment opportunities for regional Western Australia. That includes increasing gross regional product by up 
to $335 million over the next 10 years. I am proud to be part of a government that makes informed decisions that 
are based on evidence and on science, decisions that put the community first and decisions that invest in our future 
and balance economic opportunities with our environmental responsibilities. 
Getting the balance right between economic opportunities and environmental responsibilities is something our 
government works hard at every day. Last year, we made the historic decision to end commercial-scale logging of 
our south west native forests. This was an important step in the fight against climate change, which is already 
impacting the sustainability and growth of our native forests. It is essential that we preserve our native forests for 
future generations, protect and maintain our ecological biodiversity for forest health, and safeguard important carbon 
sinks that will help us transition to net zero carbon. This is a historic decision that will directly impact communities 
across my electorate. As I have said many times before, although much of my electorate celebrated this historic 
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decision, there are others for whom this decision has caused stress and uncertainty. I stand here with my hand on 
my heart knowing I have worked hard behind the scenes to ensure the communities in my electorate affected by 
the decision to end native forest logging will be supported through the transition away from the native timber industry. 
In my inaugural speech, I said I would rock the boat only when it was needed. I am incredibly proud that my 
advocacy for increased support in the just transition plan has been successful, with the McGowan Labor government 
allocating an additional $30 million to establish an industry and community development program to support industry 
attraction, small business growth and community projects across the south west. This is on top of the increase in 
the package for businesses to $26.9 million. This brings the just transition plan to $80 million. I proactively met 
with and listened closely to the concerns of local families, businesses and local governments, and I have advocated 
strongly for increased support to assist them in the transition. I listened and I advocated strongly. At every 
opportunity, I pretty much chewed the ears off the Premier and the minister to push for additional support for my 
communities. It paid off. Last week, we added $30 million to the just transition plan. That is now $80 million 
allocated to workers, businesses and communities linked to forestry. This package presents a significant opportunity 
for industry development and growth in Warren–Blackwood. Our government works hard every day to get this 
balance right. We make sure we do not shy away from making hard decisions and, along with that, we support our 
community through the changes. That is what leadership is. That is strong leadership, something that seems lacking 
from the state opposition and its federal coalition counterparts. 
I was rather astounded this week to read in the local press about the federal candidate for O’Connor, Hon Rick Wilson. 
He was bleating on about #GiveRickTheFlick stickers that have popped up across the electorate. I am certainly 
not condoning putting stickers or graffiti on anyone’s political signs, but seriously—this is the focus the week out 
before an election? There was not a peep in the article about funding or policy commitments in the lead-up to the 
federal election—not a peep about anything that might impact or assist the lives of families across O’Connor. Instead, 
constituents got a page and a half of whingeing about #GiveRickTheFlick stickers. Given the opportunity, I would 
most certainly talk about what our government is doing to focus on and support families, support our regional 
communities and support business growth. I would talk about what we are doing to help reduce the cost of living. 
We are using the strong surplus to deliver a $400 electricity credit to every Western Australian household, reducing 
household fees and charges by 3.8 per cent. I would also talk about how we continue to prioritise investing in 
education at all levels, like our year 1 phonics initiative to support and develop students’ essential phonics skills 
and knowledge that they need to learn to read. While federal government members are sitting on their hands when 
it comes to properly funding Gonski, we are putting in a $54.6 million increase to support students with disabilities 
and additional learning needs. We are putting 300 education assistant FTEs back into WA classrooms and converting 
200 primary school classrooms into science labs. It is a pretty stark contrast. We are continuing to invest in 
STEM in schools across my electorate—in Boyup Brook, Bridgetown, Nannup, Denmark, Manjimup, Mt Barker 
and Northcliffe. 
We are investing more money to deliver our Lower Fees, Lower Skills initiative to keep TAFE fees low and annual 
fee caps across 210 priority courses. This program generated record enrolments in TAFE courses last year. It is 
helping to address the state’s skills needs and prepare Western Australians for local jobs. I would also let apprentices 
know that we are investing $4.5 million in a new tool rebate to support building and construction apprentices and 
trainees in their purchase of trade-related tools and safety equipment.  
I would use the newspaper spread to let the community know what we are doing to improve health, including our 
record investment in mental health and palliative care, and the introduction of voluntary assisted dying laws. I would 
talk about the $30.1 million investment to secure 18 additional paramedics and six ambulances across regional WA. 
I would let the community know about the $5.1 million boost to continue the mental health emergency telehealth 
service to ensure that regional residents, like those in Warren–Blackwood, can access mental health services more 
easily. As a previous state regional manager for WA telehealth services, I know firsthand how important those 
services are for our regional communities. 
I think the community across Warren–Blackwood, and those who cut across the seat into O’Connor, would prefer 
to hear about the environment and what politicians are doing to address climate change. Rather than talking 
about stickers, I would talk about our $59.3 million clean energy car fund, which will provide rebates of $3 500 
to Western Australians to buy battery electric vehicles or hydrogen fuel cell vehicles, and support not-for-profits, 
small and medium–sized businesses and local governments to install charging infrastructure. 
I would also talk about the government’s historic decision to end native forest logging and saving our forests 
for future generations. I would talk about how this government is supporting workers, community and industry to 
transition with an $80 million investment. I would also make sure my constituents know that we have capped the 
cost of regional airfares to make it cheaper to travel and holiday within WA; we are improving mobile and internet 
coverage across the state through the WA regional digital connectivity program; and we are upgrading and 
reforming our regional road and transport networks. 
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I would let the community know not only what we are doing to keep them safe through the pandemic, but also 
how we have secured WA’s first large air tanker. It will be based in Western Australia during bushfire season every 
year from December to March. My electorate has suffered devastating fires over the past five months and this will 
make a real difference in our ability to respond. We have also boosted our investment in tourism, a major industry 
across Warren–Blackwood, with $21.1 million to implement a major marketing campaign and $17.7 million to 
develop new tourism experiences in our national parks. We are also putting aside money for important maintenance 
works, including $4.6 million for the Tree Top Walk in Walpole in my electorate. 
It turns out the stickers were authorised by the Maritime Union of Australia and it hopes voters heed its words. 
This budget has something for everyone. It is a testament to the Labor values of fairness and equality and a fair go 
for all. I commend these bills to the house. Thank you. 
MR G. BAKER (South Perth) [8.47 pm]: I rise to speak on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2022–23) Bill 2022 
and the Appropriation (Capital 2022–23) Bill 2022. I would like to start by saying what an amazing budget the 
Premier delivered last Thursday. WA has the strongest economy with the strongest bottom line in Australia and 
probably in the world. We delivered a $5.7 billion surplus and an operating surplus across the forward estimates. We 
have a $400 household electricity credit for every household to help with the cost of living; a $2.5 billion investment 
in health and mental health; $1.6 billion in COVID response measures; $1.3 billion to strengthen and diversify the 
economy; and a $652 million boost to climate change and environmental measures. We are repaying $1.2 billion 
of debt, and net debt has fallen for the third consecutive year. It is very exciting to be part of this government and 
delivering the big picture so well, and that means also delivering smaller things for the electorate of South Perth. 
I want to look at what the McGowan government’s fiscal discipline has achieved for South Perth. In March, I was 
delighted to be down at Como Secondary College where we opened the new indoor–outdoor multipurpose space 
that cost us $1 million. Kids can buy their lunch there, it can host performances, classes can be run in there and it 
keeps people warm on a rainy day. It was opened by the Premier and the Minister for Education and Training, 
along with the principal, Digby Mercer. It is the first new piece of infrastructure down at Como Secondary College 
for a long time, and it was gratefully received. It was a fantastic day. 
Collier Primary School has had a $135 000 outdoor nature playground installed as part of the school’s master plan 
to put a playground all the way around the oval and have the wider community use it. It is a brilliant initiative and 
one of my election commitments. It has been great working with principal Emma Bancroft and the P&C down at 
Collier Primary School to deliver that one. 
A new roof is going on Kensington Primary School. Last year was its ninety-fifth anniversary, so it is time it got 
a new roof. The old one was leaking. Construction is underway and it is looking good. It has been great working 
with principal Bronwyn Jones on that one. 
At Curtin Primary School, I have delivered $185 000 for the revitalisation of outdoor areas into a nature playground 
and classroom breakout space. I have been working with principal Jennifer Broz and the very active school board 
on getting that scoped correctly. 
I have also been involved in a number of projects with the City of South Perth, working with Greg Milner and 
people down there. The Como Bowling and Recreation Club has had a new kitchen installed. It is very grateful for 
that. That was a joint state government and City of South Perth project. We have redone the lawn at the Como Croquet 
Club. The two reconstructed courts were formally opened in late March. I have been working with Graeme Broadbent 
and his committee to deliver that. 
We have upgraded the floodlighting on two bowling greens at Manning Memorial Bowling Club. We have 
delivered that lighting as part of the McGowan government’s club night lights program to increase participation 
in sport and recreation. There is also new lighting at Hensman Park Tennis Club. I recently attended a state ladies 
league match that began at 5.00 pm. That was great. It is the first time they have been able to start a match at 
Hensman Park at 5.00 pm because prior to that, the lighting was insufficient, and Tennis West would not let them 
play. Now they can do it, thanks to the great work of Colin Napier and the Hensman Park Tennis Club team. 
Manning Rippers Amateur Football Club also got upgraded floodlighting at the James Miller Oval in Manning 
under the club night lights program. Alan Mulvaney should be congratulated for getting that project up and running. 
That is the great thing about sports lighting; it extends the use of sporting infrastructure past its normal hours. In 
a place such as South Perth, it is a lot cheaper to put a couple of good lights around an oval than to find a whole 
new oval in the inner city. 
Another good little project at the South Perth Bridge Club was the building of a new all-abilities restroom. That 
was long overdue. I have been working with Danny Ravn and everyone at the South Perth Bridge Club, which is 
probably the best bridge club in the world. That lay-down project was a lay-down misère, I have to say! 
A member interjected. 
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Mr G. BAKER: Thank you. 
Another exciting project is the Mends Street intersection pedestrian crossing. The state government has partnered 
with the City of South Perth to fix a number of road black spots, making roads safer and supporting local jobs by 
installing a raised safety platform and traffic signal modification. If anyone remembers Mends Street about a decade 
ago, it was nearly dead as a commercial space; it was really declining. A number of commercial and residential 
apartments have gone up around there. It has put fresh life into the place. It is now one of the premier destinations 
along the river. It will further enhance that little district. 
Further down the river, another project that the state government has been involved in with the City of South Perth 
is the black swan habitat, now known as Djirda Miya Island. This is an artificial island that creates a safer nesting 
space for native birds. It is a simple piece of infrastructure that is reviving black swan habitats along the Swan River. 
The swans, pelicans and other birds love it. It is now a mini attraction in its own right. I want to give thanks to 
Veronica Mcphail for her daily photographs of wildlife down there, showing they are using it. We can track the 
development of different swan families. We are into the second generation of cygnets born on that island already. 
Another great project in South Perth is Perth Zoo. This is a $143 million investment as part of a 20-year master plan 
to create a long-term framework to safeguard the viability of the Zoo, including upgrades to facilities and amenities. 
I have been down there several times with several different ministers making announcements. It is a very exciting 
time for the Zoo.  
A further project that has already been completed but that I am extremely grateful for is the Manning Road on-ramp 
onto the Kwinana Freeway. It is an example of what can be achieved with good budget control. It was long overdue 
yet so simple, and it was delivered by this government. John McGrath likes it; I like it; 7 000 people a day like it. 
Thank you to the Minister for Transport for delivering it. 
I am also delighted that money has been set aside in this budget for the Canning Bridge bus interchange upgrade. 
Anyone who drives along Canning Highway and uses the freeway overpass knows that buses stopping on the overpass 
is not good for traffic. There is a good reason for that: 20 years ago when the line was designed and went in, the bus 
interchange was designed for 1 000 bus-to-train transfers a day. Currently, it is operating at 5 000 transfers per day, 
and there are not just buses. Pedestrians, cyclists, cars and all sorts of things are spilling out across the intersections. 
The Mandurah train line has been an outrageous success, beyond the expectations of the Gallop government 
when it designed it and well beyond the expectations of the critics at the time. But the line has definitely outgrown 
that interchange. 
One of the first things I did when I was elected was to pace out around the Canning Bridge interchange with cyclists 
and pedestrians. I thank Graham Blackwell, Warwick Boardman and Peter Howat for helping me with that. We noted 
the complex pedestrian crossings and ad hoc kiss and drops in the streets around the interchange, as well as the 
traffic congestion caused by the eastbound bus stop taking up one lane of Canning Highway at the choke point. Yet, 
other bus routes that run through Como close to the interchange do not link up to the train due to the lack of space 
on the bridge. I have had many conversations with the Minister for Transport and her staff about Canning Bridge, 
and I am very pleased by what I see in the budget. With the commitment in the budget, we can look at a design that 
will have the potential to address all the traffic, pedestrian, cycling and bus route issues there and find a solution 
that will really work. I am very excited about this project and I cannot wait to see what happens over coming years. 
The great thing about all these local projects that I have talked about, except for the Manning Road on-ramp, is that 
they will be undertaken or have been undertaken during the COVID-19 pandemic. This has been a very challenging 
time, but the government has definitely kept things moving. Western Australia has negotiated the worst public 
health crisis the world has seen since the influenza pandemic of 1919, and I think that it has done it better than 
anyone else in the world. WA has had better health and economic outcomes than anywhere else in the world. The 
government has paid down debt and is the only government in Australia that is paying down debt, and according 
to Deloitte Access Economics, WA can claim to be one of the best managed economies in the world. 
Let us compare this with the record of Liberal–National governments and, first of all, the Barnett government. 
When the Barnett government was in government, it also had a minerals boom. It also had record income from 
royalties. It had its chance. What did the Liberal–National government under Barnett leave Western Australia? It left 
debt and deficit. Debt had been climbing across the forward estimates to $44 billion and there had been repeated 
budget deficits. It lost the state’s AAA rating and increased land tax three times. This happened during a mining 
boom when the state was getting more money every year than we thought it would get. It is an extraordinary 
record. What legacy did it leave us? What infrastructure did it try to implement? Roe 8 as an infrastructure project 
was so poorly planned that if it had been completed, it would not have even reached its destination and would have 
been short on solving the problems of the port. The Barnett Liberal–National government was a terrible financial 
manager. It squandered a mining boom. The McGowan government is using our current good luck to deliver for 
all Western Australians a secure and sound financial outlook. 
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How does the commonwealth government compare? Let us compare WA’s budget position with the commonwealth’s. 
WA is running budget surpluses and reducing debt. The commonwealth is running budget deficits with debt increasing 
at an eye-watering rate. Commonwealth net debt this year is $714 billion and is forecast to reach $846 billion by 
2025. This huge debt could be put down to COVID, but it is not just COVID, and it is possibly not even COVID. 
Let us pick apart those numbers—$714 billion and $846 billion—a bit more. When the Rudd–Gillard government 
ended in 2013, commonwealth net debt was just over $100 billion. This figure was widely criticised by conservative 
politicians. I remember Joe Hockey running around at the time calling it a budget crisis. Net debt was a total of 
13 per cent of the gross domestic product, which was one of the lowest debts of the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development countries at the time. By 2019, six years later and a year before COVID hit, 
commonwealth government debt had risen to 19 per cent of GDP. As a percentage, debt went from 13 per cent to 
19 per cent of GDP in six years. 
Before COVID hit, the commonwealth government had already developed a taste for debt. It had already begun 
to blow out the budgets and run structural deficits. After COVID, this became a voracious appetite for more debt. 
From 2019 to now, net debt has risen to $714 billion this year, or 31 per cent of GDP, and net debt is projected to 
rise to $846 billion by 2025. As a percentage of GDP, that is over 33 per cent. It has gone from 13 per cent in 2013 
to 19 per cent in 2019. It is now 31 per cent of GDP and is projected to end up at 33 per cent of GDP, or $846 billion, 
over the forward estimates. There is a time and a place for running deficit budgets and running up debts. The days 
when Australian governments were dealing with the coronavirus public health emergency were exactly when 
deficit spending should have occurred, although it did not happen in WA. If our national debt was related to just 
those years, 2020 and 2021, I would have less of an argument, but the debt was not accumulated just in the years 
of the pandemic. It started right when Scott Morrison and his team came to government in 2013 and it continued 
when Scott Morrison was the commonwealth Treasurer. When Scott Morrison became the Prime Minister, he lost 
all restraint and debt was turbocharged during the pandemic. That will continue for at least another three years and 
reach over $800 billion during the next term of government. 
This debt is costing Australia every day. By 2025, the Morrison government, and by that I really mean taxpayers, will 
be paying $25 billion a year in interest to service this debt. That is almost the whole WA government appropriation 
that we are passing now going on debt payments. Every hospital, every school and all the police stations, emergency 
services and funding for housing and roads—almost the whole of the state government’s appropriations—could 
be paid with the interest on that bill. It is an extraordinary waste of money. A debt with an annual interest bill of 
$25 billion is painful. However, when we look at the gathering economic clouds on the horizon, we are staring 
down the barrel of the incoming inflation and interest rate rises. These two risks make our huge debt a problem 
and a burden when running into these uncertain financial times. What did we get for this $800 billion debt? Did it 
improve services? No. Did it improve aged-care services? No. Did it stop the illegal robodebt collections? No. Did 
it fund the National Disability Insurance Scheme properly? No. Did it stop the commonwealth from pulling out of 
remote Aboriginal housing in Western Australia? No. Did it provide equitable health funding in Western Australia? 
No. Did it get vaccines to us in time? No. Did it buy rapid antigen tests? No. Did it increase the minimum wage? 
No. It failed on all those things, yet the federal government keeps building up the debt. The amount of $850 billion 
is pretty much what is needed to fund the US military for a year, but could the Australian government buy one 
submarine? No. All the while, for nine years, and for three years going into the forward estimates, COVID or no 
COVID, commonwealth debt has kept going up, with inflation and interest rates looming. Morrison has no financial 
plan here. Morrison has no fiscal discipline. He is heading Australia straight into the storm, and it stands in stark 
contrast to WA. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr G. BAKER: I was reading about the fracking business in Texas the other day. I was wondering about the 
problems that the fracking business in Texas could have. Was it environmental or regulatory? What was it? It turned 
out there were four challenges that the fracking business in Texas was running into. Three of them were very familiar 
to me. When I talk to shopkeepers and builders in South Perth and people down at Farmers Market on Manning or 
any of those kinds of places, they talk about three general problems that small businesses face—staffing, inflation 
and supply chain logistics. They come up in different measures in different businesses, and they are all things we 
are having to address in this budget. They are three of the things that the fracking business in Texas is also dealing 
with—staffing, inflation and supply chain logistics. They are a problem all around the world. 
The fourth problem was capital, access to finance, being able to get loans and investors. A number of businesses 
said flat out that they cannot drill holes because they cannot get the money for them. They said flat out that they 
cannot get finance. I was reflecting on that and I realised that the businesses I talked to in South Perth do not mention 
finance as a problem facing their business. I did a bit of research, and around the world this problem with capital, 
with finance, is popping up in different forms in many different places. Around the world, capital is getting risk 
shy and it is trying to find safe bets. But, amidst all these worldwide challenges, WA still has capital. Why? Because 
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WA is still a great place to invest. The McGowan Labor government, through sound financial management, budget 
surpluses, paying down debt, restoring the AAA credit rating, building a world-leading economy and keeping us 
safe from COVID, has created business confidence—confidence to do business, confidence to stay in business, 
confidence to hire staff and pay good wages and confidence to invest in WA. This is the great irony of politics 
today. Today, Labor understands good financial management and understands how important it is for the economy, 
and the Liberals do not. I commend the bills to the house. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr W.J. Johnston (Minister for Mines and Petroleum). 
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